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Using PDFs in Distance Learning



Many SLPs and educators are very familiar with PDFs. These are the files that we download from the internet, print off, and use with our students. 

Easy.

Distance learning and homework, however, has made many of us put on our thinking caps and learn flexible ways to use our favorite resources.  But don’t worry, there are still many ways to continue to use PDFs both in synchronous and asynchronous learning environments!

5 ways to use PDFs in asynchronous learning

1 Print them out. If you are lucky enough to be in a situation where you can print and send home pages for students, take advantage of it! Many families prefer printouts because they are easier to do distraction-free, plus they work on fine motor skills of writing, drawing, and cutting.

2. Email them. Although many PDF resources are long, you can extract the needed pages (see below for instructions). Then send the pages home for families to print out and complete. 

I designed Distance Learning Made Easy for SLPs and Distance Learning Made Easy for SLPs #2 so that these pages could be quickly emailed to families with just the relevant pages. 


3. Assign them in Google Classroom, Canvas, etc. Upload or drag and drop the desired PDF pages straight into your students’ learning platforms! 

Teachers Pay Teachers now has a new set of “Digital Activities” that can be assigned in Google Classroom. Read about this new way to assign work here. The beauty of these activities is that you (or your student) can type right onto the PDFs. Some disadvantages of this system are that it only works for some resources and can only be used in Google Classroom.

4. Put them in your Google Drive. Some educators and therapists are giving their students access to Google Drive folders for resources. Putting PDFs in there can be helpful for families.

4. Link to them in your Virtual Classroom. Do you have a virtual classroom scene? I created mine in Google Slides and have been sharing it with all my families. Items within the “room” link to tons of PDF resources that I have created as well as youtube videos and activities!

My virtual classroom. Please note that I cannot share this resource with the public due to copyright restrictions.
3 ways to use PDFs in synchronous learning

1 Screen share the PDF. Open up the document that you want your student to see and screen share it. Most therapy and video platforms (Google Meet, Zoom, etc.) allow for screen sharing. Your student may not be able to click on or interact with the PDF, so this option is best for verbal and listening interactions.

2. Fill out the PDF together. Through the use of some snazzy tools (such as Kami, Google Slides, or highlighting/signing on Adobe Reader – see directions below), you can fill out the PDF together with your student while screen sharing. This is a great option for synchronously interacting with the document such as typing in information or crossing out completed items.

3. Enlist the help of a communication partner. Get an older sibling or parent to sit by the child and work on a printed version of the PDF during your session together. You can be the mentor and guide as they complete the work.




FAQs

How do I extract individual pages of a PDF?

This skill is a must when you have a large resource and don’t want to overwhelm students or families! There are two ways I that I typically extract pages.

1. Take a screenshot of the page or section that I want to share with students. On a Mac, I simultaneously hit Command+Shift+4 and then drag my cursor over the section that I want to be saved. If I wanted to screenshot my entire screen (which I never do), I would use 3 instead of 4.

	Video of how to screenshot on Mac.
	Video of how to screenshot on a PC.


2. Open the PDF in Chrome and then choose “PDF” instead of a printer with the exact page numbers you want to save.

	Video of how to screenshot or open in Chrome to save selected pages.


How do I use Kami to mark up PDFs?

Kami is an amazing tool that I use with Chrome. It is FREE for educators (learn more here). I have found it to be especially useful during synchronous lessons because I can highlight, draw, and type on a PDF while the child watches.

	Video of how to use Kami during synchronous lessons with screen sharing.



How do I use edit tools in Adobe Reader to mark up PDFs?

This snazzy trick will not always work (it depends on the type of document, your version of Adobe, etc.)

	Video of how to use edit/comment tools in Adobe reader.



I hope that you find this post useful. Don’t let distance learning or technology get in the way of using all the fabulous PDFs that you have!



Products demonstrated in post and videos:

	Distance Learning Made Easy for SLPs
	Distance Learning Made Easy for SLPs #2
	Photo of the Week
	Meet the SLP (free resource in Resource Library)
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Affectionately referred to as: Colon Blow Muffins


A healthy snack or breakfast recipe that can be pre-made and frozen. Colon Blow Muffins from my friend Bethany, who is always WAY healthier than me Combine in a bowl: 2 1/4 c. oat bran…







Read More Affectionately referred to as: Colon Blow Muffins













			




If You Give An Academic Some Free Time


If you give an academic some free time… He’s going to want to take a grad class. And when he can’t find a job, He just might take another class. When he discovers that ancient…







Read More If You Give An Academic Some Free Time







			




Auctionable Cookies. Month 11.


Yes, I really did wait until the last day of the month to deliver this month’s cookies to the auction winner. Yes, I did fall back to an old favorite because I was stumped for…







Read More Auctionable Cookies. Month 11.







			




Two Lips


What flowers are also on your face? And, The Flash’s “up close and personal” picture: I can’t grow zucchini, pumpkins, or strawberries. But as for dandelions, moss, and tulips…. I’m your gal!







Read More Two Lips







			




Auctionable Cookies. Month 5.


I know you are on pins and needs to discover what auctionable cookies I baked up for October… Thanks to my pal Martha, I delivered a delicious Halloween-looking batch. Other than the slight mishap of…







Read More Auctionable Cookies. Month 5.







			




New Wheels


New wheels should bring excitement Victory! To be free! A timely rite of passage Trikes, Bikes, Jeep Cherokee. Our new wheels reflect sorrow Reminders of life’s woe. Craigslist reluctant shopping They didn’t cost much dough….







Read More New Wheels
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			This blog contains over 700 posts and 10+ years of ideas. Grab your super cape and some coffee and browse for a while!
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